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From the Authors

The authors of Copyright Matters! are pleased to offer teachers 
this revised edition. It replaces the fi rst edition published in 2000. 
Many changes have occurred in the area of copyright since that 
original publication. In deed, copyright law continues to evolve 
in response to existing and emerg ing technologies, international 
agreements, and the need for reasonable balance between users 
and creators of copyrighted works.

We hope that teachers will continue to fi nd this second edition 
of Copy right Matters! a valuable tool in acquainting themselves 
with basic copy right rules. This publication is a starting point in 
in creas ing aware ness of your rights and obligations, as a teacher, 
in selecting and using copyrighted materials in your educational 
in sti tu tion.

The authors have generalized a very complex subject. The booklet 
is not a substitute for legal advice, which should be sought in 
cases where the ap pli ca tion of general principles is unclear. 
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Can teachers and students copy from the 
Internet?

From a copyright point of view, you should be aware of the following 
four rules: 

1  Most material available on the Internet is protected by copyright. 
This includes text (e.g., postings to newsgroups, e-mail messages), 
images, photographs, music, video clips, and computer software. 

 Under the Copyright Act, reproduction and unauthorized use 
of a protected work are currently infringements. Therefore, 
reproduction of any work or a substantial part of any work on the 
Internet would infringe copyright unless you have the permission 
of the owner. 

 Many Internet users are questioning the appropriateness of the 
rules in copyright law. Canada and other countries around the 
world are currently studying uses of copyright materials from the 
Internet. Many Internet users and service providers are asking for 
changes in copyright law that would allow defi ned uses of works 
on the Internet without infringing copyright. The ministers of 

Boards Association (CSBA), the Canadian Teachers’ Federation (CTF), 
and others in the education community are active participants in 
this ongoing work. 

2  Copyright protects the way in which information is expressed. 
The information itself is not protected by copyright. Restating 
ideas, facts, or information in your own words is not copyright 
infringement. 

3  Where a work has been placed on the Internet with the message 
that it can be freely copied, there is an actual licence to copy the 

education in Canada (except in Quebec), the Canadian School 
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work. Sometimes the terms of the licence are subject to conditions. 
Common conditions are that the posting cannot be used for 
commercial purposes, must be circulated in its entirety, cannot 
be used out of context, and cannot be edited or reformatted. 
If you abide by the conditions, you may copy the work without 
infringing copyright. 

4  Any works protected by copyright that are on your school’s or 
district’s Web site require copyright clearance, unless the school 
or district already owns the copyright in them. If the school or 
district does not own the copyright, permission must be obtained 
from the copyright owner. The permission must be in writing. 
The same would apply for students accessing student Web sites. 
A useful site to consult on such issues, written from the teacher’s 
perspective, is <www.2learn.ca/copyright/copy.html>. 

Can teachers copy print or sheet music 
without the copyright owner’s permission?

The copying of print or sheet music is not covered under the existing 
licence with Access Copyright. Normally, you will need to contact the 
music publisher directly to secure such permissions. Access Copyright 
can also arrange such copying permission (at a cost) if contacted, but 
their repertoire in this area is limited. 

Can music be performed without the 
copyright owner’s permission?

Yes. The public performance of music in schools, when it is 
"in furtherance of an educational object," does not require payment 
or the consent of the copyright owner under the Copyright Act, 
because of an exception. If the performance is not in furtherance 








